
A (RATHER LENGTHY) RECAPITULATION      

LETTERS OF THANKS 

seeing and listening to you every 
year.  At least this year Santa gave 
us some mild weather so your 
horns wouldn’t freeze up!  Our 
daughter played flute in the Bara-
boo band program and I had the 
privilege of traveling with them to 
the annual band day at UW… She 
still talks about the trip and she is 
now in her forties!  The years you 
spend now studying and playing 
music will remain with you the rest 
of your life.  Again, thank you for 
coming to Baraboo and I wish you 
the best with your trip to England 
next year.”  —Don Evenson 

Sometimes we get really cool let-
ters from folks who appreciate 
what we do.  We wanted to share 
a few fun examples with you: 

 

“Dear Momma D and the fabulous 
WBHS Band members:  Please 
accept my sincere thanks for pro-
viding wonderful entertainment for 
the Walk to End Alzheimer’s!  You 
were a huge blessing to this event!  
People commented on your exu-
berance, joy and talent, all in the 
midst of very challenging condi-
tions.  You really made the event 
wonderful!”  —Ann Wahl 

“To all the Fantastically awesome 
bandies that came to the Walk to 
End Alzheimer’s:  You all Rock!!!  
You guys were the highlight for 
many of our walkers.  The music, 
the zumba, the fun… We hope you 
enjoyed yourselves and would be 
honored to have each and every 
one of you back next year!” —Sara 

 

“To the talented staff and very 
talented members of the WBHS 
Marching Band:  Thank you so 
much for again coming to Baraboo 
and adding so much to our holiday 
light parade.  We look forward to 

UPCOMING EVENTS 

Play Tests  Dec. 
3-10 
 

Brass, Wind and Fire! Dec. 
7 

Winter Concert Dec. 
10 

Brass, Wind and Fire! Dec. 
13 

PULSE plays at the 
Schauer Center in 
Hartford 

Dec. 
15 

Brass, Wind and Fire! Jan. 
3 

2nd Lesson of the 
Quarter is due. 

Jan. 
11 
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“WE ARE:” 

“WEST BEND!” 

Christmas Parade (even though 
we broke a coach bus) and were 
the stars of West Bend Christmas 
Parade (even though we broke 
another bus… well, OK, *we* did-
n’t…).  Oh, and Mr. Yahn got en-
gaged!!!  We’re still trying to con-
vince him to let Brass, Wind and 
Fire play at his wedding.  Because 
that’s romantic.  Heh heh… 
 
Now that our final winter parade 
has happened, we’re fully in con-
cert season and preparing for our 
winter concert on December 10th.  
That’ll be an especially fun concert 
because in addition to our Concert 
Band, Symphonic Band and Wind 
Ensemble performing, the Wind 
Ensemble will be performing with 
special guests, “The Treble Mak-
ers” which is an elementary school 
choir doing an adorably festive 
song called, “On With The Snow!” 
 
Life is good for us.  :-) 

Wow… a lot has happened in the 
last couple months since our last 
newsletter!  What a great season 
we’ve had so far!  We’ve been 
really busy, but we’ve had fun 
every moment! 
Get a sandwich and settle in, be-
cause the list is pretty long!  I hope 
I don’t forget anything!  Here we 
go: 
 
The football Pep Bands were 
rockin’, our kids had a meaningful 
and worthwhile experience at The 
Walk to End Alzheimer’s, the 
Homecoming Parade and Field 
Show was outstanding (the new 
turf is AWESOME to march on—
who would have thought that hash 
marks could actually still exist on 
our field after the first half?!), the 
Mayville Parade had beautiful 
weather, the Farmers’ Market pep 
bands were incredibly well-
received (the vendors were even 
putting some love into our donation 

box and sincerely told us that we 
were their favorite musical act of 
the whole summer!), our Indoor 
Marching Band Scholarship Con-
cert was one of the most fun and 
energetic concerts in recent mem-
ory,  

*inhale for air* 
Drumline rocked it out at Barton 
Elementary and at the East Dance 
Thinks Washington County Has 
Talent show (where they won first 
place for Best Band), we were 
nationally recognized in a Noodles 
& Co. commercial (yay, pork!), we 
got our photo taken with Gilbert 
Brown at Sendik’s (and a shout-out 
to Sendik’s—they gave us a VERY 
generous donation for playing at 
their one year anniversary—thank 
you, Sendik’s!), PULSE and our 
Dixieland Brass Band are up and 
running, Brass Wind and Fire has 
performed for a couple games 
already, we had a great weekend 
at the Kalahari and in the Baraboo 
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“C” IS FOR COOKIE!   

ENGLAND:  IT’S NOT TOO LATE TO SIGN UP! 

Please have your musician bring 
your mouth-watering cookies with 
them to school that day, or they 
can bring them with them to the 
concert.  It helps our awesome 
parent volunteers if they can bring 
the cookies with them to school, 
but we understand if it’s a little 
crazy in the morning.  We’re just 
happy to share the holiday warmth 
with you!   

 

Thank you!!!  :-) 

 

Ah, the warmth of the holiday sea-
son… I’m pretty sure they say that 
because our houses are so warm 
from the oven being on as we bake 
sheet after sheet of holiday cook-
ies!   

 

This is the first year that my mom 
won’t be baking any cookies, but I 
sure do remember them.  Choco-
late chip cookies, refrigerator cook-
ies, sugar cookies (let’s see… 
there was a boot, a star, a candy 
cane and a hand—sometimes 
she’d fold the fingers into an “I love 
you” sign.  Or other signs if she 
was in a foul mood…), pecan fin-

gers and pizzelles (she’d flavor 
them with anise, orange or almond 
extracts).  She’d even burn a few 
just for me (I’m weird like that).  
And, oh yes, she definitely baked 
for my winter concerts when I was 
in high school.  Everyone got a 
little taste of my mom’s kitchen 
during the holidays. 

 

Now it’s your turn!  Our winter 
concert is December 10th and as 
always, we’ll have a cookie and 
punch reception afterwards.  We 
request one or two dozen of your 
favorite holiday cookies to help us 
spread some band cheer! 

rate discounts for hotels and ad-
missions.  Second, travelling with a 
group instills global confidence 
which will help your student travel 
smarter in the future.  Third, per-
forming with band family is always 
an important thing, but the oppor-
tunity to do it in such an exhilarat-
ing environment is typically not one 
that will offer itself up again. 
 
We hope you’ll consider joining us 
if you’re not already signed up!    

We know, we know… you’ve heard 
us talk about how awesome the 
England trip is.  You’re envious.  
You want to go.  Your kids want to 
go.  You’ve been mulling it over 
and pondering if you can make it 
work.  You think you might be able 
to squeeze it in if you balance Part 
A with Part B.   
 
BUT ALACK AND ALAS!!!  
YOU’VE MISSED THE DEAD-
LINE!  ALL IS LOST!    

Actually, that’s a lie.  All is NOT 
lost!  We can still add folks to the 
trip.  All we need is the $150.00 
deposit and a permission slip (that 
we’re happy to provide to your 
student).   
 
International travel with a band is a 
once-in-a-lifetime opportunity for a 
few different reasons.  First, finan-
cially speaking, one would never 
be able to replicate our trip for the 
same price—we get lots of group-

WANTED:  SENIOR BABY PHOTOS! 
least in an envelope with their 
name on the envelope) so we can 
get them back to you after we’ve 
scanned them. 
 
Aww… weren’t they just the cutest 
li’l things EVER?!   
 
 

them, much like you’ll see at sport-
ing events.  We display these post-
ers at the Spring Concert and 
again at the Awards Ceremony at 
the end of the year.   
 
But, of course, we need your help 
to make that happen.  Please start 
sending us your favorite baby or 
toddler photo of your graduating 
senior!  Make sure their name is 
on the back of the photo (or at 
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It’s that time of year again where 
we need your way-too-much-can’t-
handle-how-cute-they-were baby 
photos of your graduating senior!   
 
We have phenomenal band par-
ents who scan your senior’s baby 
photo (you get them back in the 
same condition you gave them to 
us—we promise!), combine it with 
their 12th Grade band photo and 
make a senior memory poster for 



WHY CHAMBER MUSIC?     
Contributed by Ian Tomaz, WBHS Pianist  

ture. In my own experience, cham-
ber music has ranged from cello/
piano sonatas, violin/piano sona-
tas, duo piano and woodwind quin-
tet/trios. Our program has included 
saxophone quartets, brass quintets 
and flute quartets. Literally any 
musical taste, desire and instru-
mentation is satisfied by this versa-
tile genre. The possibilities are 
endless and the benefits infinite, 
which is why any musician should 
participate in and listen to chamber 
music! The WBHS Bands Cham-
ber concert will take place January 
28th and offers a wide range of 
works by Poulenc, Issacson and 
Kern. We hope to see you there! 

All the great composers, from 
Haydn to our very own H. Robert 
Dittmer, have composed chamber 
music. Combining the seemingly 
contradictory ideas of soloist inti-
macy and ensemble blend, cham-
ber music presents unique chal-
lenges for the young musician as 
well as some of the most beautiful 
of the entire classical repertoire. 
Due to chamber music’s exponen-
tial benefits for musical growth, the 
WBHS band program will once 
again tackle the chamber music 
repertoire this winter!  Students 
who participate in chamber music 
must acquire the ability to mesh 
with other musicians while pos-

sessing the capability to have a 
soloist voice. Chamber music al-
lows each instrumentalist moments 
of melodic line and harmonic sup-
port, strengthening overall musical 
understanding. Unlike full band 
pieces where the interpretation is 
controlled by the conductor, the 
majority of the stylistic and musical 
problems are left up to the small 
group of students (usually 3,4 or 5) 
to interpret and work though, forc-
ing the group to tackle complex 
musical ideas. Students in cham-
ber music show tremendous dedi-
cation by meeting at least twice a 
week, once with and once without 
a coach, to work this difficult litera-

formance results of an improved 
rehearsal techniques in their per-
formance at the Winter Concert.   

 

We’re also focusing more on into-
nation, balance and non-verbal 
communication with the conductor 
(otherwise known as watching the 
conductor).  We’re always im-
pressed with the massive improve-
ments the Concert Band makes 
from concert to concert!  :-)   

The 9th Grade year in band is 
always a challenging one because 
the freshman are transitioning from 
middle school to high school.  In 
addition to figuring out a new, huge 
school with more rigorous classes 
and lots of new faces, their band 
program is a lot different as well.  
There are less lessons, but more 
focus and responsibility is placed 
on lesson attendance and prepara-
tion.  There are a few more types 
of performances and we start 

teaching marching mechanics.  To 
make a long story short, things are 
way different than what they’re 
used to.    

Our Concert Band has had a good 
year so far and is learning a LOT.  
The biggest thing Concert Band 
has improved on so far is class-
room outcomes.  They’re really 
learning a lot about rehearsal eti-
quette and expectations.  We’re 
confident that you’ll see the per-

Here are the details: 
 
Date: Friday, Jan. 11th 
Time: 4:00pm—7:30pm 
Where: WBHS West Cafeteria 
 
Cost: $6.00 per person includes 
all you can put on your plate. 
Drinks and desserts are extra. 

 
 

your tickets in advance from any 
band member and the proceeds from 
the presale tickets will go directly into 
that student’s travel account.  
Tickets can also be purchased at the 
door.  You can also take your 
chances on a variety of raffle items.  
 
VOLUNTEERS ARE ALSO NEEDED!  
Want to help that night? Please con-
tact Tina at 338-8750 or 
corazzi5@yahoo.com to sign up.  
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“WBHS Bands:  Excellence with Pride” 

 

 
CONCERT BAND:  MAKING A NAME FOR THEMSELVES! 

TACOS ‘N’ TUNES 
Contributed by Tina Corazzi, Fundraising Goddess 
Tired of turkey, ham, potatoes and 
cranberry sauce?  Or does dinner 
just seem ordinary?  If so, join us 
for “Tacos and Tunes” on Friday, 
January 11th in the West Cafeteria.  
 
Come for your fill of tacos, chips 
and toppings.  Stay to enjoy some 
great music by our very own 
BRASS, WIND and FIRE!   
 
This is a fundraiser to help the 
band and the students.  Purchase 
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West Bend, WI  53095 

(262) 335-5557 

Wbhsbands.net 
lduckert@west-bend.k12.wi.us 
byahn@west-bend.k12.wi.us 

EXCELLENCE WITH PRIDE! 

WBHS BANDS 


